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PRESENT TENSE 
1. The simple present tense 

 ಇ ೕ  I am (here) 
 ಇ ೕ  We are (here) 

ೕ  ಇ ೕ  You (sing.) are (here) 
ೕ  ಇ ೕ  You (pl.) are (here) 

ಅವ  ಇ  He is (here) 
ಅವ  ಇ  She is (here) 
ಅ  ಇ  It is (here) 
ಅ  ಇ  They are (here) 
 

2. The simple present tense is also formed without a verb. 

  I (am a) student 
 ಗ  We (are) students 

ೕ  ಗ You (sing.) (are a) boy 
ೕ  ಯ  You (pl.) (are) girls 

ಅವ  ಒ ಯವ  He (is a) good man 
ಅವ  ಒ ಯವ  She (is a) good woman 
ಅವ  ಒ ಯವ  They (are) good persons 
ಅ  ಕ  That (is a) small (thing) 
ಅ  ಡ  They (are) small (things) 
ಆ ಸಕ ನನ  That book (is) mine 
 

3. The present habitual tense 
 ಸಕಗಳ  ಬ ೕ  I write books 
 ಪ  ವಷ  ನಮ  ಊ  ೕ ೕ  We go to our native place every year 

ೕ  ಓ ೕ  You (sing.) read 
ೕ  ನ ೕ  You (pl.) laugh 

ಅವ   ನ  He laughs nicely 
ಅವ  ಕ  (ಗಳ ) ಬ  She writes stories 
ಆ  ಗ ನ  ಇ  She stays in Mangaluru 



ಅವ  ಸಕಗಳ  ಓ  They read books 
ಅವ  ಮ ಗಳ  ಂ  They buy houses 
 

 

4. The present progressive tense 

 ಬ ೕ  I am coming 
 ಆ ೕ  We are playing 

ೕ  ೕ ೕ  You (sing.) are going 
ೕ  ಂ ೕ  You (pl.) are buying 

ಅವ  ಓ  He is reading 
ಅವ  ಬ  She is coming 
ಅ  ೕ  It is going 
ಅ  ಬ  They are coming 
ಅವ   They are eating 
 

PAST TENSE 
1. Common verbs like ಆ  (play),  (sing),  (distribute) etc. 

 ಆ ( ) I played 
 ಆ  We played 

ೕ  ಆ  You played (singular) 
ೕ  ಆ  You played (plural) 

ಅವ  ಆ ದ( ) He played 
ಅವ  ಆ ದ  She played 
ಅವ  ಆ ದ  They played 
ಅ  ಆ  It played 
ಅ  ಆ  They played (neuter) 
 

2. ಆ  (to become), ೕ  (to go) 

 ಆ ( ) I became 
 ಆ  We became (exclusive) 
 ಆ  We became (inclusive) 

ೕ  ಆ  You became 
ೕ  ಆ  You became 



ಅವ  ಆದ( ) He became 
ಅವ  ಆದ  She became 
ಅವ  ಆದ  They became 
ಅ  ಆ  It became 
ಅ  ಆ  They became (neuter) 

3.  (eat),  (kill) etc. 

 ಂ ( ) I ate 
 ಂ  We ate 

ೕ  ಂ  You ate (singular) 
ೕ  ಂ  You ate (plural) 

ಅವ  ಂದ( ) He ate 
ಅವ  ಂದ  She ate 
ಅವ  ಂದ  They ate 
ಅ  ಂ  It ate 
ಅ  ಂ  They ate (neuter) 
 

4. ೕ  (fall),  (win) etc. 

 ( ) I fell 
  We fell 

ೕ   You fell (singular) 
ೕ   You fell (plural) 

ಅವ  ದ  He fell 
ಅವ  ದ  She fell 
ಅವ  ದ  They fell 
ಅ   It fell 
ಅ   They fell (neuter) 
 

5. , ಉ ,  

 ( ) I saw 
  We saw 

ೕ   You saw (sing.) 
ೕ   You saw (pl.) 

ಅವ  ಡ( ) He saw 
ಅವ  ಡ  She saw 
ಅವ  ಡ  They saw 
ಅ   It saw 



ಅ   They saw (neuter) 
 
 

 

FUTURE TENSE 
  I will do 
  We will do 

ೕ   You (sing.) will do 
ೕ   You (pl.) will do 

ಅವ  ವ  He will do 
ಅವ  ವ  She will do 
ಅ   It will do 
ಅ   They (neuter) will do 

  ಸಕಗಳ  ಂ ೕ  I will buy the books tomorrow 
ೕ   ೕ ೕ ? Are you going day-after-tomorrow? 

ಅವ  ಂದ ಬ  He (respect) will come from Hampi 
ಆ  ಈ ಸಕ ಓ  She will read this book 
ಅವ  ಎರ  ಗಳ   They will sing two songs 
ಆ ಸಕ  ಬ ತ  That book will arrive tomorrow 
ಈ ಬ ಗ   ೖ ತಲ ತ  These busses reach Chennai tomorrow 

 ೕ ೕಣ Let us go 
  ಓ ೕಣ Let us read tomorrow 
 ಆ ೕ ೕ ೕಣ Let us watch that movie 

  ೕಣ Let all of us sing tomorrow 
 

NOMINATIVE: 

ತಮ ( ) younger brother ತಮ ಂ  
ಅ ಯ( ) son-in-law ಅ  

 daughter ಯ  
ಮ  child ಮಕ  

 horse ಗ  
ಸಕ book ಸಕಗ  

 flower ಗ  
 bridge ಗ  



 

 

 

 

VERBLESS SENTENCES: 

ಅ  ಮ  adu mane That (is a) house 
ಇ  ಮರ idu mara This (is a) tree 
ಅವ  ಮ avanu Rāma He (is) Rama 
ಇವ  ಕಮ  ivaḷu Kamalā This woman (is) Kamala 
ಅ  ಹ  adu hasu That (is a) cow 
ಇ  ಕ  idu karu This (is a) calf 
ಇ    idu sinemā hāḍu This (is a) movie song 
ಅ  ಎ   adu emme hālu That (is) she-buffalo milk 
ಅ   ಆಟ adu krikeṭ āṭa That (is) game (of) cricket 
 

INTEROGATIVE 

ಇ  ಸಕ ? idu pustakavē? (Is) this (a) book? 
ಅ  ಆ  ad āneyē? (Is) that (an) elephant? 
ಅವ   ಗ ? avaru kālēj vidyārthigaḷē? (Are) they the students of (a) college?
ಅ  , ಕ ? adu kudureyē, katteyē? (Is) that (a) horse or (a) donkey? 
ಅ ? adēnu? What (is) that? 
ಆ ಸಕದ  ಎ ? ā pustakada bele eṣṭu? What (is) the price (of) that book? 

 ಎ ? peṭṭige elli? Where (is) the box? 
 

ADJECTIVES 

ಸ ಸಕ new book 
ಹ ಯ ಮ  old house 

ಕ  ೕ  small room 
ಡ  ಹ  big village 

ಬದ  brinjal 
ಹ  banana (fruit) 

ತ ೕ  head ache 



ನ ೕಟ flower garden (garden of flowers) 
ಹ ಯ ಸ  village name (name of the village) 
ಆ ಮರದ ಹ  fruit of that tree 
ಈ ಲಸ ಂಬ ಕಷ  This work is very difficult 
ಇ  ಸ  ಕ ದ ಮ  This is a newly constructed house 
 

Causative Suffixes 
ಆ  to play ಆ  to cause play 

 to sing  to cause sing 
 to tell  to cause tell 

 to do  to cause do 
ರ  to protect ರ  

 to worship  
 

Personal pronouns 

 

Singular Plural 
 nānu I  nāvu we 

ೕ  nīnu you ೕ  nīvu you (pl.) 
 

Reflexive pronoun 

 

Singular Plural 
 tānu himself/herself  tāvu (yourself-honorific) 

 

Singular Plural 
ಅವ  avanu he ಅವ  avaru those persons    

ಅವ  avaru he (honorific) 
ಆತ āta he ಅವ  avaru those persons 
ಅವ  avaḷu she ಅವ  avaru those persons 
ಆ  āke she ಅವ  avaru those persons 
ಅ  adu it ಅ  avu those things 

Singular Plural 
ಇವ  ivanu this person (male) ಇವ  ivaru these persons 



   
ಇವ  ivaru this person (honorific) 

ಈತ īta this person (male) ಇವ  ivaru these persons 
ಇವ  ivaḷu this person (female) ಇವ  ivaru these persons 
ಈ  īke this person (female) ಇವ  ivaru these persons 
ಇ  idu this thing ಇ  ivu these things 
 

NUMERICALS: 
1 ೧ ಒಂ  one 
2 ೨ ಎರ  two 
3 ೩  three 
4 ೪  four 
5 ೫ ಐ  five 
6 ೬ ಆ  six 
7 ೭ ಏ  seven 
8 ೮ ಎಂ  eight 
9 ೯ ಒಂಬ  nine 
10 ೧೦ ಹ  ten 
11 ೧೧ ಹ ಂ  eleven 
12 ೧೨ ಹ ರ  twelve 
13 ೧೩ ಹ  thirteen 
14 ೧೪ ಹ  fourteen 
15 ೧೫ ಹ  fifteen 
16 ೧೬ ಹ  sixteen 
17 ೧೭ ಹ  seventeen 
18 ೧೮ ಹ ಂ  eighteen 
19 ೧೯ ಹ ಂಬ  nineteen 
20 ೨೦ ಇಪ  twenty 
30 ೩೦ ವ  thirty 
40 ೪೦ ನಲವ  forty 
50 ೫೦ ಐವ  fifty 
60 ೬೦ ಅರವ  sixty 
70 ೭೦ ಎಪ  seventy 
80 ೮೦ ಎಂಬ  eight 
90 ೯೦ ಂಬ  ninety 
100 ೧೦೦  hundred 



1000 ೧೦೦೦ ರ thousand 
1,00,000 ೧,೦೦,೦೦೦ ಲ  one lakh, hundred thousand 
1,00,00,000 ೧,೦೦,೦೦,೦೦೦ ೕ  one crore, ten millions 
 

 

 

Numerals as adjectives and derived nouns 

ಒಂ  / ಒಂ  ಹ one fruit 

ಎರ  ಸಕಗ  two books 

ಇಪ ತ   twenty three 

ರ ಒಂ  one hundred (and) one 

ಹ   ten hundreds 

ರ ಇಪ ರ  one hundred and twenty two 

ಒಂ  ರದ ಇ ರ ಹ ಂ  one thousand two hundred and eleven 

ವ  ರ three and a half thousand 

 ೕ  four crores 

ಎರ  ಲ  one and a quarter lakh 

ಒಬ  one person (male) 

ಒಬ   one person (female) 

ಒಬ   one person (m/f) 

ಇಬ  two persons 

ವ  three persons 

ಲ  four persons 

ಐವ  five persons 

ಹ  ಜನ ten persons 



 ಜನ one hundred persons 

 

 

 


